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T AR g St ORI e T TS T F4R:
The fear of some people here is that democracy makes
the people a source of power and even legislation
(although legislation is Allah’s alone) should not be
heeded here, because we are supposed to be speaking of
a people that is Muslim in its majority and has accepted
Allah as its Lord, Mohammad as its Prophet and Islam as
its Religion. Such a people would not be expected to pass
a legislation that is contestable in Islam and its
incontestable principles and conclusive rules. Any way
these fears can be overcome by one article (in the
constitution) that any legislation contradicting the
incontestable provisions of Islam be null and void.
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Wherein the principles of democracy, freedom, equality,
tolerance and social justice as enunciated by Islam, shall
be fully observed.
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However, the tools and guaranties created by democracy
are as close as can ever be to the realization of the
political principles brought to this earth by Islam to put a
leash on the ambitions and whims of rulers. These
principles are shura (consultation), good advice,
enjoining what is proper and forbidding what is evil,
disobeying illegal orders, ressisting unbelief and
changing wrong by force whenever possible. It is only in
democracy and political freedom that the power of
Parliament is evident and that people’s deputies can
withdraw confidence from any govt. that breached the
Constitution and it is only such an environment the
strength of free press, free Parliament, Opposition and
the masses is most felt."
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Article 1:

a. All human beings form one family whose members are
united by submission to God and descent from Adam. All
men are equal in terms of basic human dignity and basic
obligations and responsibilities, without any
discrimination on the grounds of race, color, language, sex,
religious belief, political affiliation, social status or other
considerations. True faith is the guarantee for enhancing
such dignity along the path to human perfection.

b. All human beings are God’s subjects, and the most loved
by Him are those who are most useful to the rest of His
subjects, and no one has superiority over another except
on the basis of piety and good deeds.
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Article §

a. The family is the foundation of society and marriage is
the basis of its formation. Men and women have the right
to marriage and no restrictions stemming from race, color
or nationality shall prevent them from enjoying this right.

b. Society and the state shall remove all obstacles to
marriage and shall facilitate marital procedure. They
shall ensure family protection and welfare.
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M OR SR AW Y72 ewged &% e
FIERA | O] A1 fof @ @3 ot s Sofa gt 4tz @
M, IR e @2 [Rew s Redee Rerme 8-St
WA TOIe8 P {ReRA | foff Tt wAIeRm e
et R afefafy, Sy o @Idie SN wEmce 2
T4 spirit I ©IF (S A A I SHR &) Foyora a6 Toey
T, TS FE (FT GFIN A FE AP | O SIFPHIII Ty
eaf¥ey zrm «fb o= oS (gender bias) TF | aft o1 7%= |
SCAS SIEtd aft ot T A

TATRRY § 31 IR QYN SRITeR W_W 8 O (A1 784 | ol
TSR 2TR(G SEM IR GOl -

O mankind! Be conscious of your Sustainer, Who has
created you out of one living entity, and out of it created
its mate and out of the two spread abroad a multitude of
men and women.

741 fime @3 W (AID fates @ei -

Out of the many meanings attributable to the term nafs
soul, spirit, mind, animate being, living entity, human
being, person, self (in the sense of a personal identity),
human kind, life essence, vital principle and so forth most
of the classical commentators choose ‘human being’ and
assume that it refers here to Adam. Muhammad Abduh,
however, rejects this interpretation (Manar, IV) and gives
instead preference to humankind is as much as this term
stresses the common origin and brotherhood of the human
race (which, undoubtedly, is the purport of the above
verse), without, at the same time, unwarrantably tying it to
the Biblical account of the creation of Adam and Eve. My
rendering of nafs, in this context, as ‘living entity’ follows
the same reasoning. As regards the expression Zawjaha (is
mate), it is to be noted that, with reference to animate
beings the term Zawj (‘a pair’, ‘one of a pair’ or ‘a mate’)
applies to the male as well as to the female component of
a pair of couple; hence, with reference to human beings, it
signifies a woman’s mate (husband) as well as man’s mate
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(wife). Abu Muslim as quoted by Razi interprets to phrase
‘He created out of it (minha) its mate’ as meaning ‘He
created its mate (i.e. its sexual counterpart) out of its own
kind (min jinsiha)’ thus supporting the view of
Muhammad Abduh referred to above. The literal
translation of minha as ‘out of it’ clearly alludes, in
conformity with the text, to biological fact that both sexes
have originated from the ‘one living entity.’

W T - @ @R ey i T3 Traeg o7 W IR
oI, T, e Qid, HiFd T4, R, IfF, o (T
57 RETR) TRIwfe, QR ¥4, e Feonf ¥k
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T | 2 A fofN TifETeid @ IREE TS Smw
@ QeTl BT MH FAFOS I | AR SR Wi
“§ifs T@l" (living entity) IIXF TR, qa3 o7 fofare |
‘T (SIF T FE T W [ TR @, Qg
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R I3 (J) | g P T 7 SR s, o
72 starRs o A (wdie AR 75 o= e wifs e (R
famTR)’, qond Soafae [ WRuEE TorE AN
Y A FoAfe @A, G Reaag @ ey @ 7'img (o7

8 FIA) 2 TS FEl' (AT TS AR |
AW T SIHHR SRaeE! [T o5 ey fog sauae
TS SdY SesifE ARG A ICERA | G SPH AR

A=A M Fwe a2t 932 g7 FiES IR Srgd 9 A

1 TR 28 e SHAITS S S@am fof o1t Sace-

And (forbidden to you are) all married women other than
those whom you rightfully posses (through wedlock).
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@ ere fof 31 faTra QY AR (B -

According to almost all the authorities, almuhsanat
denotes in the above context ‘married women’. As for the
expression ‘ma malakat aymanukum (those whom your
right hands possess, i.e., those whom you rightfully
possess), it is often taken to mean female slaves captured
in a war in God’s cause (see in this connection 8:67 and
corresponding note). The commentators who choose this
meaning hold that such slave girls can be taken in
marriage irrespective of whether they have husbands in
the country of origin or not. However, quite apart from
the fundamental differences of opinion, even among the
companion of the Prophet, regarding the legality of such
a marriage, some of the outstanding commentators hold
the veiw that ‘ma malakat aimanukum’ denotes here
‘women whom you rightfully possess through wedlock’,
thus Razi in his commentary on the verse, and Tabari in
one of the alternative explanations (going back to
Abdullah Ibn Abbas, Mujahid and others). Razi, in
particular, points out that the reference to ‘all” married
women (al-muhsanat min annisa) coming as it does after
enumeration of prohibited degrees of relationship, is
meant to stress the prohibition of sexual relations with
any woman other than one’s lawful wife.

SEM: o AP SITERIIEE o BAER (AfFre W
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The noun ‘hur’ rendered by me as ‘companions pure’ is a
plural of both ‘ahwar’ (masc.) and ‘hawra’ (fem.), either
of which describes ‘a person distinguished by hawar’
which latter term primarily denotes ‘in dense whiteness
of the eyeball and lustrous black of the iris’ (Qamus). In
a more general sense, ‘hawar’ signifies simply
‘whiteness’ (Asas) or, as a moral qualification ‘purity’
(cf. Tabari, Razi and Ibn Kathir in their explanations of
the term ‘hawariyyun’ in 3:52). Hence the compound
expression ‘hur’ is signifies, approximately ‘pure beings
(or more specifically ‘companions pure’) most beautiful
of eye’ (which latter is the meaning of ‘in’, the plural of
‘Ayan’).

As regards the term ‘hur’ in its more current feminine
connotation, quite a number of earliest Quran
commentators, amont them Al-Hasan al Basri understood
it signifying no more or no less than ‘the righteous
among the women of the human kind (Tabari) [even]
those toothless women of yours whom God will resurrect
as new beings’ (Al-Hasan as quoted by Razi in his
comments on 44:54).
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